

CITY OF NEWARKPRIVATE 


DELAWARE


CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES

December 8, 2009
MEETING CONVENED: 
7:00 p.m., City Manager’s Conference Room

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Tom Fruehstorfer, presiding:  Nadine Bangerter, Steve Dentel, Bob McDowell, Ann Morrison, Ajay Prasad, Carol Riggs, Kass Sheedy, Fred Stiegler
STAFF PRESENT:

Charlie Emerson, Parks and Recreation Director
GUESTS:


Robert Bennett,  former CAC member





Councilman Ezra Temko




Amy Roe, Newark resident
1. Approval of Minutes from Meeting Held NOVEMBER 10, 2009

Item #5 Progress on Green Building Initiatives.  Remove the word LEED with the exception of the last reference. Change to read “implementing a LEED based program.”  

MOTION BY MR. PRASAD, SECONDED BY MR. STIEGLER: THAT THE MINUTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 10, 2009 MEETING BE APPROVED AS AMENDED.

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

2.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Amy Roe, Newark resident, distributed a press release for the DNREC public meeting for the Cleveland Heights development and Cleveland Avenue landfill.  The subject of the meeting was the potential contamination issue which will be addressed by DNREC, the City and the Housing Authority.  The meeting was to be held Thursday, December 10, 2009 at 6:00 pm City Hall.


Mr. Robert Bennett, former CAC member, supplied a memo proposing an environmentally sensitive transportation program for the Chrysler property which will be addressed by the CAC at a later date.  

Councilman Temko was present for the Renewable Energy Program agenda item.  He reported that Council had the following questions:  1. Should the City adopt the State of Delaware’s renewable portfolio standard?  2. What would qualify as renewable energy?  Councilman Temko further stated Council was waiting for the Conservation Advisory Committee to return to them with suggestions of what the CAC would like Council to do in regard to the program.  


Mr. Fruehstorfer asked Councilman Temko whether Council was considering the system benefit charge.  Mr. Temko reported he spoke with Mr. McFarland who stated if Council saw this as a goal; the City would generate the revenue for the program.     



3.
ELECTRICITY AND GREEN ENERGY


Mr. Dentel spoke with Mr. McFarland regarding the purchase program the City had instituted as result of Resolution 05-H.  The City had not been collecting money or spent money for the purchase of Green Energy for the last two years.  Therefore, Mr. Dentel believed Resolution 05-H had not been followed.  Mr. McFarland stated he was not aware of Resolution 05-H when he became Finance Director.  

Mr. McFarland advised Mr. Dentel the CAC should make a purchase proposal in December or January to the City as they needed to coordinate with DEMEC in order to make the Green Energy purchases during the month of May.  

The CAC will work towards updating Resolution 05-H.  

4.
CARBON INVENTORY FOR NEWARK

Ms. Morrison reported that she had been successful in entering the data supplied by the City for 2008 and will work on compiling and entering the data for 2009.   Upon completion, she will transfer the data and distribute it to the CAC.   
5. PROGRESS ON GREEN BUILDING INITIATIVES
Mr. Dentel met with Mr. Lopata to discuss the Planning and Development Department’s draft proposal for LEED requirements and incentives. The proposal included the following suggestions:
· Amend the Site Plan Approval portion of the Zoning Code to include LEED energy conservation stipulations as a voluntary option for residential, commercial and industrial development.  
· Experiment with LEED requirements for future construction of new City buildings/facilities prior to making a decision whether or not to adopt LEED for all future City-funded projects.
· Evaluate Newark’s current Code to determine if it can be changed to enhance energy conservation and environmental sustainability for all development projects.


The CAC will work with Mr. Lopata to finalize the proposal so it may be presented to Council.  
 6.
FLOODPLAIN PROTECTION AND STORMWATER REGULATIONS

  Mr. Fruehstorfer reported at the scheduled meeting held on November 16, 2009, 80% of the people present were opposed to the stormwater utility fee. The CAC anticipated being asked to offer their opinion on the matter in the near future.    
7.     COMMUNITY HABITAT

  Mr. McDowell reported that on December 3, 2009, 7:00-9:00 pm there was a presentation to discuss how to build a backyard habitat.  There were twenty people in attendance.  A representative from the Delaware Nature Society was present as well.  Mr. McDowell stated the next step was to put together a habitat team.  He had obtained support from Alexander’s and will speak with the University to solicit their participation.   

Mr. McDowell advised that he had not submitted the registration for the backyard habitat for the City to the National Wildlife Federation, but planned to do so in the near future.  
 8.
ANTI-IDLING ORDINANCE PUBLICITY

Carol Riggs suggested to further pursue obtaining signs to post reinforcing the ordinance; however obtaining funding still remained difficult.
 9.
OBTAINING GRANTS

Mr. Fruehstorfer stated he did not have anything to report.  
10. 
A BETTER NEWARK AWARD


  Mr. Fruehstorfer reported he took a tour of a property on Valley Road.  He stated the property had passive solar design, a geothermal system and other features that would make the property a well-qualified recipient of the Better Newark Award.  Mr. Fruehstorfer provided the property owner with an application to fill out and return.  


11.
REVIEW OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORTS

There were no reports to be reviewed.   
12.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS


Mr. Fruehstorfer reported that 5,300 homes were currently participating in the recycling program and 1,100 homes were not.  Since the program’s inception the City collected 2,898 tons of recyclables.  According to his calculations, the City saved $38,400 in tipping fees in six months.  A suggestion was made to make recycling mandatory, but the difficulty in enforcing would be an issue.  Mr. Emerson suggested the CAC ask the City to re-promote the program, as people may have inadvertently missed the signup.    
13. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM.
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