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Staff Members:
Roger Akin, City Solicitor





Roy Lopata, Planning & Development Director

1.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MEETINGS HELD NOVEMBER 19, 2009 
There being no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as received.

2.
THE REQUEST OF YISRAELA MYERS, FOR THE PROPERTY AT 226 WEST MAIN STREET, FOR AN EXTENSION OF SIX MONTHS WITHIN WHICH TO COMMENCE CONSTRUCTION.  VARIANCES WERE GRANTED BY THE BOARD ON JUNE 19, 2009 TO CONSTRUCT AN ADDITION TO THE HOME, WITH CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN WITHIN SIX MONTHS.  VARIOUS PROBLEMS WITH THE CONTRACTOR HAVE CAUSED DELAYS WITH COMMENCEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION.






  

Ms. Schiano read the above appeal, stated that it was advertised in the Newark Post and direct notices were mailed. 

Mr. Akin stated it was historically the responsibility of the Board to place a six month time limit to commence construction.  Mr. Akin further stated there is nothing in the Code which required a variance carry a deadline of six months.  

Ms. Yisraela Myers, 226 West Main Street, was sworn in.


Ms. Myers stated due to numerous issues with the contractor she hired, commencement of construction was unable to occur.  

MOTION BY MR. HARMER, SECONDED BY MR. HUDSON: TO GRANT AN EXTENSION OF NINE MONTHS TO COMMENCE CONSTRUCTION.  
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
3.
THE APPEAL OF DEAN BOSHART FOR 718 BENT LANE, FOR THE FOLLOWING VARIANCE:

A) CH. 32 SEC. 32-45 (a) - A ONE-FAMILY DWELLING MUST MAINTAIN TWO OFF-STREET PARKING SPACES.  PROPOSED ENDLESS POOL INSTALLATION WOULD ELIMINATE ONE OF THE EXISTING TWO OFF-STREET PARKING SPACES.









Mr. Dean Boshart, 718 Bent Lane, was sworn in.


Mr. Boshart stated his wife suffered from osteoarthritis and is quite debilitated.  Mr. Boshart wished to install an indoor endless pool in their garage so she may exercise daily and improve her mobility. When the Boshart’s move, the endless pool will be relocated to another location. The installation of the pool would eliminate one of the existing two off-street parking spaces.


Ms. Jean White, 103 Radcliffe Drive, was sworn in.   Ms. White stated she believed the variance request was reasonable and she was in support of granting it.


Mr. Harmer addressed the Kwik Check factors:  
· the nature of the zone (residential) would remain the same. The character of the immediate vicinity will remain the same.  
· If the relevant restriction were removed, such removal would seriously affect the neighboring properties and uses.  It would not be the case and there was a neighbor present in support of granting the variance.
· If the restriction were not removed, it would create unnecessary hardship or exceptional difficulty.  Mr. Harmer believed it would as it was unreasonable and not practical to require Mrs. Boshart to travel outside the house for her required exercise.  
MOTION BY MR. GRAHAM, SECONDED BY MR. HARMER:  THAT THE VARIANCE TO ELIMINATE ONE OF THE EXISTING OFF-STREET PARKING SPACES BE PERMITTED FOR THE TEMPORARY INSTALLATION OF AN ENDLESS POOL IN THE EXISTING GARAGE.  THE VARIANCE SHALL BE REPEALED UPON REMOVAL OF THE ENDLESS POOL.  
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

4.
THE APPEAL OF ERIC SCHWAB, FOR THE PROPERTY AT 501 CAPITOL TRAIL, FOR THE FOLLOWING VARIANCE:

A) CH. 32 SEC. 32-60 (a)(1) – SIGN STANDARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS; PROPOSED NEW SIGN IS 12 FEET IN HEIGHT WITH A TOTAL AREA OF 60 SQUARE FEET.  MAXIMUM HEIGHT PERMITTED IS 10 FEET WITH A MAXIMUM AREA OF 5 SQUARE FEET.



   Ms. Schiano read the above appeal, stated that it was advertised in the Newark Post, and direct notices were mailed.  One letter in objection was received, read and entered into the record.  

      
   Mr. Foster asked Mr. Lopata to provide background on the property. Mr. Lopata reported the property had an unusual L-shaped configuration.  The proposed new sign exceeded the allowable dimensions for signage in a residential district resulting in Mr. Schwab request for a variance.  


  Mr. Eric Schwab, 501 Capitol Trail, was sworn in.  



  Ms. Frances Hart, 257 W. Main Street, was sworn in. She stated she was opposed to such a large sign in a residential district.    



  Ms. Jean White, 103 Radcliffe Drive, was sworn in.  Ms. White asked if the proposed sign was illuminated. Mr. Schwab responded that it was.  Additionally, Ms. White noted the plans indicated the proposed sign was 14 feet, while the denial letter and correspondence indicated the proposed sign was 12 feet.  

MOTION BY MR. HARMER, SECONDED BY MR FOSTER: THAT THIS ITEM BE TABLED AT THIS TIME TO ALLOW THE APPLICANT TO REVISE THE INCONSISTENCIES IN THE PLANS.


Meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.









Tara A. Schiano









Secretary
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