

CITY OF NEWARKPRIVATE 


DELAWARE


CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES

January 12, 2010
MEETING CONVENED: 
7:00 p.m., City Manager’s Conference Room

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Tom Fruehstorfer, presiding:  Nadine Bangerter, Steve Dentel, Bob McDowell, Ann Morrison, Ajay Prasad, Carol Riggs, Fred Stiegler
STAFF PRESENT:

Joe Spadafino, Parks and Recreation Superintendent
ABSENT:


Kass Sheedy

GUESTS:


Robert Bennett,  former CAC member





Amy Roe, Newark resident




Ron Zink, Sierra Club 

1. Approval of Minutes from Meeting Held DECEMBER 8, 2009
Item #3 Electricity and Green Energy.  The second sentence was amended to read: “The city has not spent money for the purchase of Green Energy for the last two years.”    

MOTION BY MR. PRASAD, SECONDED BY MR. STIEGLER: THAT THE MINUTES FROM THE DECEMBER 8, 2009 MEETING BE APPROVED AS AMENDED.

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

    2.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Ron Zink, of the Sierra Club, distributed the 2010 handbook entitled “Cool Cities Delaware.”  Mayor Funk expressed an interest in the program and solicited the CAC’s opinion on the Cool Cities Program.  Upon review, the CAC concurred with Mr. Zink that the City had addressed many of the U.S. Conference of Mayors Climate Protection Agreement action items.  Mr. Zink stated he will work with Mr. Sonnenberg and Mayor Funk on this topic.  Mr. Zink’s long term goal was if Dover, Wilmington and Newark endorsed this program, the smaller communities would follow.  
           The Conservation Advisory Commission unanimously agreed to: 
· Recommend the Mayor sign onto the Cool Cities Program with Council endorsement.
· Recommend City staff to be responsible for the management of the program. 
· Recommend the City Manager to assign the responsibility to staff for different aspects of the program.
· Although the City is currently addressing many of the program’s action items, the CAC believed there is room for improvement.
· The CAC believes adoption of the program would clearly define the City’s path forward in energy sustainability, environmental stewardship and climate protection policies and programs.  
· The CAC will assist with this effort. 

3.
ELECTRICITY AND GREEN ENERGY


Mr. Fruehstorfer stated a recommendation should be made as soon as possible to the City on future Green Energy purchases.  After discussion, the following proposal would be forwarded to Mayor and Council on the Electricity and Green Energy Program. 
           The Conservation Advisory Commission unanimously agreed:
· That the City proceed with the purchase of $100,000 worth of green energy as currently defined in Resolution 05-H as recommended in Dennis McFarland’s letter dated November 16, 2009.
· The CAC agrees this energy should be purchased from the requisite REC’s from the category of new Delaware Technologies, if possible.  
· The CAC requests that Dennis McFarland respond to this recommendation.


It was noted that following further discussion with Councilman Temko and Mr. McFarland, the process to re-write Resolution 05-H will commence.

4.
CARBON INVENTORY FOR NEWARK

Ms. Morrison reported that she had been successful in entering the data supplied by the City for 2008.  She was able to print the material and distribute for review by the CAC.  Upon finalization of the report, it will be forwarded to City Council for their review.  The next step would be to compile data for 2009 for comparison purposes.  
5. PROGRESS ON GREEN BUILDING INITIATIVES
Mr. Dentel will meet with Mr. Lopata to discuss the Planning and Development Department’s second draft proposal for LEED requirements and incentives. Mr. Dentel will report at the next meeting what the proposal included.
 6.
FLOODPLAIN PROTECTION AND STORMWATER REGULATIONS

  Mr. Fruehstorfer reported the proposed stormwater utility fee that was discussed at the November 16, 2009 meeting would equate to approximately $2.00 per month for residences and commercial fees would be much higher.  The fee would be imposed on all taxable and tax exempt properties.  The CAC anticipated being asked to offer guidance on what would make the fee more palatable.

Mr. Fruehstorfer provided proposed fee comparisons from various cities around the country and found them to be fairly comparable to the fee proposed by the City of Newark.  Mr. Dentel suggested the CAC make a specific recommendation to the City using these comparisons as a guide.  
7.     COMMUNITY HABITAT

  Mr. McDowell advised he did not have anything to report at this time. 
 8.
ANTI-IDLING ORDINANCE PUBLICITY

It was suggested this agenda item be revisited at a later date when funding may become available to provide signage.   Mr. Dentel suggested a letter be sent to commercial property owners informing them of their liability.  Mr. Fruehstorfer will follow-up with Ms. Sheedy to see if she spoke with Carol Houck, Assistant City Manager regarding the possibility of such a mailing.  Ms. Riggs stated she spoke with Home Depot and they had posted Anti-Idling signs.  
 9.
OBTAINING GRANTS

Mr. Fruehstorfer stated he did not have anything to report.  
10. 
A BETTER NEWARK AWARD


  Mr. Fruehstorfer distributed photographs of a property on Valley Road.  The CAC is awaiting the return of the application from the owner.  


11.
REVIEW OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORTS

There were no comments forthcoming.   
12.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS

· A suggestion was made to make recycling mandatory, but enforcement would be an issue.  It was suggested to reinstate the re-enrollment period for residents.  
· Ms. Morrison suggested the CAC participate in Earth Hour on March 27, 2010.  Earth hour is a movement that started in one city in 2007 and by 2009 included hundreds of millions of people in over 4,000 cities in 88 countries.  The movement generally involves agreeing to turn out the lights for one hour (8:30-9:30 PM) on March 27, 2010.  Further information can be found on the Earth Hour website www.myearthhour.org.
               The Conservation Advisory Commission unanimously agreed to:
· PARTICIPATE IN EARTH HOUR ON MARCH 27, 2010.

Mr. Stiegler reported the 3rd Annual Great Green Expo will be held March 20, 2010 at the Riverfront.  In attendance will be Ed Begley, Jr.  
13.
NEXT MEETING DATE


The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 9, 2010. 

(Secretary’s note:  The February meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather)
14. 
Meeting adjourned at 10:02 PM.









Tara A. Schiano










Secretary




/tas
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