

CITY OF NEWARKPRIVATE 


DELAWARE

CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES

April 13, 2010
MEETING CONVENED: 
7:00 p.m., City Manager’s Conference Room

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Tom Fruehstorfer, presiding:  Nadine Bangerter, Steve Dentel (arrived 7:30 pm), Ann Morrison, Carol Riggs, Kass Sheedy, Fred Stiegler
Absent:


Bob McDowell, Ajay Prasad 
STAFF PRESENT:

Joe Spadafino, Parks and Recreation Superintendent
GUESTS:


Amy Roe, Newark resident




University of Delaware Student





Rick Armitage, Director





Government & Community Relations, UDEL



1. Approval of Minutes from Meeting Held MARCH 9, 2010

MOTION BY MS. SHEEDY, SECONDED BY MS. BANGERTER: THAT THE MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 9, 2010 MEETING BE APPROVED AS RECEIVED

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

    2.
PUBLIC COMMENT




Present as guests at the meeting were, Rick Armitage, Director, Government & Community Relations at the University of Delaware, A UDEL student and Ms. Amy Roe, Newark resident. 

Ms. Amy Roe, distributed a flyer to the CAC inviting all to “A Cool Cities Celebration” to be held on Monday, April 19, 2010 at 7 pm in Council Chambers.  The purpose is to celebrate the City of Newark’s commitment to energy sustainability.  The event is sponsored by the Sierra Club of Delaware, Ezra Temko and others.   

3.
ELECTRICITY AND GREEN ENERGY

Mr. Fruehstorfer reported there are talks between Council and a company that provides Solar Panels and the University.  A report will be forthcoming and anticipated to be available for review by the next CAC meeting.  

4.
CARBON INVENTORY FOR NEWARK

Ms. Morrison provided an updated spreadsheet with the recalculated data as there was an issue with the way the software initially calculated the data. Ms. Morrison reported she had manually entered the data for unleaded and diesel fuel.  Upon review of the numbers, it was determined the vehicle use for the City was not beyond the realm of regular usage for such vehicles.  Ms. Morrison will get the 2009 numbers from Carol Houck and compile the data for comparison between 2008 and 2009 when time permits.  
5. PROGRESS ON GREEN BUILDING INITIATIVES




Mr. Rick Arbitrage Director
Government & Community Relations, UDEL was present to hear the City’s progress with Green Building Initiatives and how it would apply to the University of Delaware. He initially believed it was to be a voluntary participation for the University, however in his opinion it seemed to be heading towards being mandatory for UDEL. Mr. Fruehstorfer stated the CAC’s recommendations for a plan that was somewhere between voluntary and mandatory.  Mr. Fruehstorfer further stated the current proposed program was written by City staff and wasn’t what was exactly what was recommended by CAC but the CAC had endorsed the proposal which had been written by Roy Lopata.   Mr. Dentel stated the City did pass a LEED incentive program which stated if a builder constructs a LEED accredited commercial buildings, incentives are available.  




Mr. Stiegler confirmed CAC recommendation was forwarded to Mr. Lopata.  Mr. Fruehstorfer stated it had. The CAC had several recommendations that Mr. Lopata’s proposal did not include.  Mr. Dentel stated the exceptions were, it should apply to individual home builders and developers of six homes or less and the minimum size should be less than the 20,000 square feet in the City’s proposal.  Additionally, the CAC recommended that over time additional requirements should be implemented.  Mr. Fruehstorfer stated that within the 12 months, the projects should be reviewed to actually see how many falls below the 20,000 square feet and how many projects don’t get included that should be.  




Mr. Dentel further stated the CAC’s endorsement of the “Building Code Amendments: Establishing a Newark LEED based Energy Conservation Program,” included some important statements the CAC thought should be included, 1) smaller projects being considered and  2) over time additional restriction should be implemented.  Mr. Dentel further stated Mr. Lopata reported by far the majority of the City’s construction is over above the limits. 




Mr. Dentel stated in his opinion, it should be the responsibility of Council to review amendments and compromises to this proposal and go forward from that point.  




Mr. Armitage asked the CAC the following questions: 1) if the CAC were aware if these restrictions add significantly to the cost of constructing a building to add LEED certifications 2) had other jurisdictions not followed LEED because of issues with the economy.  





Mr. Dentel stated numerous studies revealed that cost of construction was not significantly different for LEED certified buildings.  The paybacks associated with LEED improvements have a fairly rapid return.  Other studies indicate the approximate increased costs are between 2-5% to be LEED certified.     

Mr. Stiegler inquired to the time line for Council to move forward with LEED.  Mr. Fruehstorfer suggested each CAC member follow-up with their individual Council member to encourage this moving forward.  Mr. Fruehstorfer will ask Mr. Lopata when this is expected to come before Council.  
 6.
STORMWATER UTILITY FEE

  There was nothing to report at this time.  It was decided to remove this item from the agenda and replace it with “Infill Development.”  Mr. Fruehstorfer reported that he planned to pass his thoughts on this fee along to Council.  Currently, no decisions are being made by Council on this topic.  However, when the Stormwater Utility Fee is proposed again to Council, it was suggested that the CAC discuss it at that time. 
7.     COMMUNITY HABITAT

  Due to Mr. McDowell’s absence, he had nothing to report.  Mr. Fruehstorfer stated he had spoken with the Delaware Nature Society and hoped to coordinate additional meetings to put together a plan to encourage participation in Backyard Habitats.  
 8.
OBTAINING GRANTS

Mr. Fruehstorfer stated he did not have anything to report.  
 9. 
A BETTER NEWARK AWARD


  Mr. Fruehstorfer will provide pictures to Ms. Schiano so the award may be presented to 1004 Lakeside Drive, owned by James and Patricia Glanden.  Ms. Schiano will email Mr. McDowell to provide better photographs of the Newark High School garden.  
10.
REVIEW OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORTS

Ms. Bangerter inquired what the “New Center Village” that was referred to in the Planning & Development Reports was.  Ms. Sheedy stated it was a specific area near Center Street and New Street behind Happy Harry’s.  The proposal is for Zoning Overlay, which would leave the current Zoning in place.  However, for new construction there would be some limitations.  The limitations would 1) if a property is constructed to be a rental, there cannot be more than two unrelated people per unit.  2) there are incentives for new construction in that area in terms of increased density and height over what is permitted within the Zoning Code.   The purpose of this proposal is to encourage owner occupied housing downtown.  Ms. Bangerter stated she is concerned the City and UDEL as a whole didn’t encourage people to live and/or work in Newark. 


Mr. Armitage stated both the City and State both have a program that encouraged this.  There was incentive money from the State for mortgages and UDEL had an underwritten mortgage program for employees to live on streets within the University district.   
11.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Spadafino reiterated the Community Clean-up is April 24, 2010 from 9-11 a.m.  Mr. Fruehstorfer encouraged CAC participation in the Community Clean-up as this was typically an event the CAC participated in.  
· Mr. Spadafino reported Newark Night is approaching and is scheduled for the Saturday, June 5th.  
12.
NEXT MEETING DATE


The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 11, 2010.
13. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:12 PM









Tara A. Schiano










Secretary




/tas
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