

CITY OF NEWARKPRIVATE 


DELAWARE

CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES

May 15, 2010
MEETING CONVENED: 
7:00 p.m., City Manager’s Conference Room

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Tom Fruehstorfer, presiding:  Nadine Bangerter, Bob McDowell, Ann Morrison, Ajay Prasad, Carol Riggs, Fred Stiegler
Absent:


Steve Dentel, Kass Sheedy 
STAFF PRESENT:

Charlie Emerson, Parks and Recreation Director
GUESTS:


David Robertson, Friends of Newark
1. Approval of Minutes from Meeting Held APRIL 13, 2010

MOTION BY MR. PRASAD, SECONDED BY MR. MCDOWELL: THAT THE MINUTES FROM THE APRIL 13, 2010 MEETING BE APPROVED AS RECEIVED

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

    2.
PUBLIC COMMENT




David Robertson, Friends of Newark was present to ask for volunteers to sponsor or assist in increasing plantings on Main Street.    In addition, he thought the CAC may be able to offer provide names of people who are well informed on native plantings and offer direction on how to encourage student participation in the program.  Mr. McDowell stated he would be able to secure student volunteers and will follow up with Mr. Robertson.  





Mr. Prasad suggested Mr. Robertson ask City businesses to participate.  Mr. Fruehstorfer stated he may be able to assist Mr. Robertson in getting the support of local businesses and he will discuss further with Mr. Robertson after this evening’s meeting.   

3.
ELECTRICITY AND GREEN ENERGY

Mr. Fruehstorfer reported the University is moving ahead with the installation of solar panels and has a company secured to provide the panels on part of the Chrysler property.  The company providing the panels will own the panels.  They will sell the energy back to the University for a pre-determined amount of time until the investment is recouped.  Ownership will then be transferred to the University.  

Councilman Pomeroy is discussing with Council the additional proposed locations.  In addition, Mr. Pomeroy has invited Dr. Byrnes to speak on the benefits of solar panels to make a presentation to Council in June.   Mr. Fruehstorfer will let the CAC know when Dr. Byrnes is scheduled to speak to Council .
In addition, Mr. Fruehstorfer reported DEMEC is trying to build a large “peak” generator that will take money from Newark.  DEMEC is reporting that it is the cleanest fuel possible, it burns natural gas.  The discharge from such a generator is reported to be equal to a city bus.  

4.
CITY RESOLUTION – ENERGY REDUCTION

Mr. Dentel was not present to discuss his memo entitled “Leading by Example Towards a Clean Energy Economy & Sustainable Natural Environment,” which was the Governor’s initiative that Mr. Dentel proposed the City of Newark adopt.  It was agreed the CAC would review Mr. Dentel’s proposal prior to next meeting to discuss at the upcoming June meeting. 

5. LEED

Mr. Fruehstorfer reported he had met with Roy Lopata and Mr. Lopata provided a list of projects that are covered by Code in the last three years.  They were as follows:
· Armed Forces Center on Ogletown Road

· Rittenhouse Station

· Barnes & Noble

· Villages at Twin Lakes (re-subdivision)

· 109-111 Elkton Road

· Candlewood Suites

· 136 Elkton Road (Eagle Diner)

· 108 E. Main Street (former CVS)

· 129 E. Main Street (former Formal Affairs)

· CampusSide

· 102 E. Main Street (former Bank of Newark building)
· 119 Elkton Road (former Pizza Hut)

· 137 E. Main Street (Main Street Diner site)

· 257 E. Main Street


Mr. Lopata stated there were three projects in 2008 that fell below 20,000 square feet and three projects in 2009.  There was also a question about Louviers Federal Credit Union and the amount of square feet in that project. However, it was believed if fell under 20,000 square feet.  

After further discussion, it was agreed the CAC would continue to support Mr. Lopata’s LEED proposal that is scheduled to go before Council for first reading within the next month.  In the interim, it was suggested the CAC speak with their Council member to reiterate their support for the proposal.  
 6.
INFILL DEVELOPMENT

  Ms. Bangerter stated in the City is clearly a “walk-able” city.  She further stated although the City and the University offers incentive programs to purchase homes, more must be done to encourage people to want to purchase homes in the City.  

Ms. Bangerter will approach the University in hopes of obtaining support for publicizing Green Transportation.


Mr. Emerson wished to add the Newark Bicycle Committee has been re-formed and is moving forward with new support.  He reported the City has been named a Bicycle Friendly Committee. Mr. Emerson reported DELDOT had purchased bike racks earmarked for the City.  In addition, the City is considering putting bike “parking areas” in garages.
7.     COMMUNITY HABITAT

  Mr. Fruehstorfer and Ms. Morrison will schedule a meeting within the next two weeks with Parks to discuss getting the City parks certified as backyard habitats. 


Mr. McDowell reported he spoke with a teacher at West Park Elementary.  The school indicated they have potential areas to develop.  Mr. Fruehstorfer will follow-up with staff at Down’s Elementary.  


Mr. Emerson reported the City currently has three rain gardens with a fourth large garden planned at Rittenhouse Park secured exclusively with grant money.   He also reported several areas in the City had been converted to meadows, which cuts down on man hours, mowing and encourages natural habitats. Mr. Emerson will forward to Mr. Fruehstorfer information on the locations of the meadows. 
 8.
OBTAINING GRANTS

Mr. Fruehstorfer stated he is hoping to obtain grant monies for the use in the backyard habitat program.  
 9. 
A BETTER NEWARK AWARD


  It was suggested that Newark High School and Newark Charter be grouped together with one award that will also promote student participation. Further information should be available at the June meeting.   Following, the award to Valley Road residents, the award will be given the Lehigh Road property previously discussed and voted on.  
10.
REVIEW OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORTS

There was nothing new to report/discuss. 
11.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS

· Ms. Riggs reported upon research on the web standard signs are available for reasonable prices.  Ms. Riggs will draft a letter forward to Council for their approval to send to merchants and business owners detailing the Ordinance and their responsibilities to assist the City in enforcing the Ordinance.   
· Mr. Emerson reported Sunday, June 6, 2010 is National Trails Day.  Volunteers are needed at Redd Park.  He asked that anyone on the CAC email him if they would like to volunteer.    
12.
NEXT MEETING DATE


The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 11, 2010.
13. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM









Tara A. Schiano










Secretary




/tas
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