

CITY OF NEWARKPRIVATE 


DELAWARE

CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES

June 8, 2010
MEETING CONVENED: 
7:00 p.m., City Manager’s Conference Room

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Tom Fruehstorfer, presiding, Bob McDowell, Ajay Prasad, Carol Riggs, Kass Sheedy
Absent:


Nadine Bangerter, Steve Dentel, Ann Morrison, Fred Stiegler 
STAFF PRESENT:

Charlie Emerson, Parks and Recreation Director
GUESTS:


Catherine Ciferni, Newark resident
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 pm.  

1. Approval of Minutes from Meeting Held May 15, 2010

Item #5 LEED.  The first paragraph was amended to read: “However, it was believed it fell under 20,000 square feet.”

MOTION BY MR. PRASAD, SECONDED BY MS SHEEDY: THAT THE MINUTES FROM THE MAY 15, 2010 MEETING BE APPROVED AS AMENDED

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

    2.
PUBLIC COMMENT




There were no comments forthcoming.  


3.
ELECTRICITY AND GREEN ENERGY

Mr. Fruehstorfer reported the University is moving ahead with the installation of solar panels and has a company secured to provide the panels on part of the Chrysler property.  Dr. Byrnes is scheduled to make a presentation to Council at the next Council meeting.  

4.
CITY RESOLUTION – ENERGY REDUCTION

Mr. Dentel was not present to discuss his memo entitled “Leading by Example Towards a Clean Energy Economy & Sustainable Natural Environment,” which was the Governor’s initiative that Mr. Dentel proposed the City of Newark adopt.  Ms. Sheedy agreed to email Mr. Dentel prior to next meeting to inquire if he had made any progress.  Ms. Riggs will email additional copies of the memo to CAC members prior to next meeting.

5. LEED

Mr. Fruehstorfer reported it should come before City Council in the near future.  

The CAC continued to support Mr. Lopata’s LEED proposal.  In the interim, it was reiterated that CAC members follow-up with their Council members to state their support for the proposal.

Ms. Riggs stated the Governor will soon be announcing a rebate for homeowners that utilize the LEED program or NGBS (National Green Building Standard).  There is to be three levels of rebates offered, $3,000.00, $5,000.00 and $6,000.00 for NGBS and $5,000.00 for LEED certified homes.    
 6.
GREEN TRANSPORTATION

  In the absence of Ms. Bangerter this will be discussed at the next meeting.   
7.     COMMUNITY HABITAT

  Mr. Fruehstorfer reported he met with Greg Cagliano a Representative from the Delaware Nature Society for Backyard Habitats.  They visited the park on Bent and Briar Lanes in Nottingham.  The park is ready for certification.  Mr. Fruehstorfer reported the only recommendation that would be made to the City would be to remove the small amount of honeysuckle and Multiflora Rose, if possible.  At some point, it may be possible to involve community involvement in conjunction with the City to get this accomplished.   They also visited Handloff Park.  The recommendation was made to mow half the area that was done this year, and alternate year by year.  Also, there were small areas of Multiflora Rose that could be removed, if possible.  Mr. Fruehstorfer also visited the Charter School with Mr. Cagliano.  It was determined it would be better to wait until the fall.  


Mr. Emerson reported he believed funding had been secured for a large rain garden at Rittenhouse Park.


It was suggested that Plant Exchanges be looked into in the future for next spring.  Mr. Emerson suggested the City could help with promoting such an endeavor and provide a site.  


Mr. Fruehstorfer, Mr. McDowell, Ms. Morrison and Ms. Riggs will continue working on the Backyard Habitats.  


MOTION BY MR. MCDOWELL  SECONDED BY  MS. SHEEDY TO  CONTACT PARKS AND RECREATION TO OBTAIN FURTHER INFORMATION TO CREATE A PLANT EXCHANGE WITH THE CITY’S ASSISTANCE. 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 8.
OBTAINING GRANTS

Mr. Fruehstorfer stated he is hoping to obtain grant monies for the use in the Backyard Habitat Program.  
 9. 
A BETTER NEWARK AWARD


  Mr. Fruehstorfer reported we are set until the fall when another award will be granted.  In the meantime, he asked that CAC members look for more properties to for future awards.   
10.
REVIEW OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORTS

There was nothing new to report/discuss. 
11.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Fruehstorfer reported that Mr. Sonnenberg had suggested a few minor changes to the letter to be distributed to business owners with regard to the Anti-Idling Ordinance enforcement.  He further reported Mr. Sonnenberg is reviewing City regulations for signs restrictions.  The City will then distribute the letter with business license renewals.  
· Ms. Riggs reported due to personal commitments she is unable to do the Annual Report going forward.      
12.
NEXT MEETING DATE


The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 13, 2010.
13. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:18 PM
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