

CITY OF NEWARKPRIVATE 


DELAWARE

CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES

October 12, 2010
MEETING CONVENED: 
7:00 p.m., City Manager’s Conference Room

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Tom Fruehstorfer, presiding, Nadine Bangerter,  Steve Dentel, Cara Lampton (arrived at 7:11) , Bob McDowell, Ann Morrison, Ajay Prasad (arrival 7:45), Kass Sheedy
ABSENT:


Carol Riggs
STAFF PRESENT:

Charlie Emerson Parks and Recreation Director
GUEST:


Catherine Ciferni, Newark Resident

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  

1. Approval of Minutes from Meeting Held JULY 13, 2010

MOTION BY MS. SHEEDY, SECONDED BY MR. MCDOWELL: THAT THE MINUTES FROM THE JULY 13, 2010 MEETING BE APPROVED AS RECEIVED.

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 2.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR

MOTION BY MS. SHEEDY, SECONDED BY MS. BANGERTER: THAT TOM FRUEHSTORFER BE APPOINTED CHAIRMAN OF THE CAC FOR ANOTHER TERM.  SAID TERM TO EXPIRE IN SEPTEMBER 2011.




MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

3.   PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no comments forthcoming
 4.
ELECTRICITY AND GREEN ENERGY

Mr. Fruehstorfer reported to his knowledge the solar project is still moving forward.  In addition, it is his belie the City is not purchasing any Green Energy at the present time and is currently on hold.  Mr. Emerson stated he was not aware of this. He further stated the City is moving ahead with the consideration of solar energy and the City was currently preparing a request for qualifications for Solar Firms to submit their qualifications. The City will then follow up with a Request for Proposal.  

Ms. Lampton inquired whether the system would be leased or purchased.  Mr. Emerson stated in all probability it would leased.  Locations are still being determined.     
Mr. Dentel stated to his knowledge Resolution 05-H was not followed during one year.  He suggested Resolution 05-H be continued and the City should be strongly encouraged to follow the Resolution.
Mr. Fruehstorfer suggested the Committee acquire further information prior to issuing a Resolution reinforcing/enforcing 05-H.   Mr. Emerson suggested the CAC touch base with Mr. McFarland prior to the issuance of a Resolution.
Mr. Fruehstorfer introduced Ms. Cara Lampton to the Committee.  Ms. Lampton stated she worked in the Energy office for DENREC.  


4.
CITY RESOLUTION – ENERGY REDUCTION

Mr. Fruehstorfer reported he is on a sub Committee that discussed the Electric rates.  There are various representatives from industry, UDEL, etc.  Mr. McFarland informed the sub Committee what the consultants have come up with.  There is another meeting at the end of October and Mr. Fruehstorfer will report back what transpired at the meeting. 


Additionally, he reported that Smart Meters are not being considered at this time, as the software program to support the meters is very expensive and therefore, at this time, the meters would not be considered cost effective at this time.  

5. LEED

Mr. Fruehstorfer reported it was ready to go back to City Council after being tabled.   Ms. Schiano will follow up with Mr. Lopata to find out when it is to be placed on the Council agenda.  
 6.
GREEN TRANSPORTATION

  Ms. Bangerter reported she is working with UDEL to see if they can offer resources to assist the City to promote alternative transportation.  She had spoken with various personnel and had an appointment with a transportation individual at UDEL.  

Mr. Emerson reported the Newark Bicycle Committee was currently working on numerous projects such as improving the City’s bicycle routes.   In addition, DELDOT had purchased bike racks which the Bicycle Committee is currently researching where to install.  Ms. Bangerter will report her additional findings to the CAC at the next meeting.
7.     COMMUNITY HABITAT

  It was suggested that concept of “Meadows” be incorporated at some point into the educational process along with Community Habitats.  Ms. Sheedy will follow-up with Bob McDowell about incorporating the certification requirements for a Community Habitat with the plant exchange program the CAC would like to hold in early spring 2011. 
 

 8.
OBTAINING GRANTS

Mr. Fruehstorfer stated he nothing to report at this time. 
 9. 
A BETTER NEWARK AWARD


  Mr. McDowell will provide additional pictures to use for Newark High School’s award.
10.
REVIEW OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORTS

There was nothing new to report/discuss. 
11.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Fruehstorfer reported the Anti-Idling Ordinance grant will be decided sometime in November.   He will also mention to Ms. Houck to keep the CAC informed of any other potential grants that she may become aware of that may pertain to Green Transportation.
· Mr. Emerson reported Parks had received grant funding for two rain gardens; one completed at Rittenhouse Park.  
· Ms. Ciferni suggested a City church.  She will follow-up and review the application on-line.      
12.
NEXT MEETING DATE


The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 9, 2010.
13. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:16 PM









Tara A. Schiano










Secretary




/tas
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