

CITY OF NEWARKPRIVATE 


DELAWARE

CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES






March 8, 2011
MEETING CONVENED: 
7:00 p.m City Manager’s Conference Room
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Tom Fruehstorfer, presiding, Nadine Bangerter, Steve Dentel (arrived 7:10 pm, Cara Lampton (arrived 7:15 pm), Bob McDowell, Ajay Prasad, Carol Riggs, Kass Sheedy
ABSENT:


Ann Morrison
STAFF PRESENT:

Charlie Emerson, Parks and Recreation Director
GUEST:


Catherine Ciferni, Newark Resident 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  

1. approval of minutes from meeting held on december 14, 2010


 and february 8, 2011

MOTION BY MR. PRASAD, SECONDED BY MS. SHEEDY: THAT THE MINUTES FROM THE DECEMBER 14, 2010 MEETING BE APPROVED.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Multiple references to Ms. Catherine Ciferni in attendance under “Guest” were removed.

MOTION BY MR. PRASAD, SECONDED BY MS. SHEEDY: THAT THE MINUTES FROM THE FEBRUARY 8, 2011 MEETING BE APPROVED AS AMENDED.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


2.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Ms. Catherine Ciferni, a Newark resident, requested clarification on an issue Patrick McCullar discussed during his Renewable Energy Portfolio Standards presentation.  She believed that Mr. McCullar stated that DEMEC had anticipated the majority of the purchase of the Green Energy REC’s to come from wind.  Ms. Sheedy stated she was correct. 
 3.         GREEN TRANSPORTATION

  Ms. Bangerter provided a comparison to the Commission detailing the City’s Transportation System and the promotion of the system.  She included the local  transportation providers (i.e. DART, SEPTA, etc) and what type of public transportation they provided.  She reported the City of Newark did quite a bit to encourage public transportation, however there are several things she would like to address such as
:

· Why was trolley ridership so low?

· Why hadn’t current studies been done to reassess bus routes?

· What kind of alternative transportation could Newark continue to effectively utilize?


It was agreed that Ms. Bangerter would follow-up with the agencies (i.e. DART, etc) to see what they had planned for the future.  Mr. Fruehstorfer will speak to Mr. Lopata and get a copy of the Comprehensive Transportation Plan.  Mr. Prasad will follow-up with Google to see what company/department needed to provide current information to update Google maps online.

4. 
ENERGY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2012

Mr. Emerson reported the RFP’s were going out to secure a firm to design and build the solar parks. The RFP’s were due in late April.  The three proposed locations were:

· Reservoir
· City Hall

· McKee’s Park

The Commission agreed to make a formal recommendation to Council to allocate $100,000 for 2012 energy purchases.  Mr. Fruehstorfer will draft a memorandum and forward to Ms. Schiano for distribution.     


MOTION BY MS. SHEEDY, SECONDED BY MR PRASAD: THAT THE CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION MAKE A FORMAL RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL TO ALLOCATE $100,000 FOR 2012 ENERGY PURCHASES.

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

5.         COMMUNITY HABITAT

 Mr. Fruehstorfer suggested a small group get together to discuss Community Habitat.  He will coordinate with members via email.
 6.
OBTAINING GRANTS

Mr. Fruehstorfer reported he had spoken with Delaware Film Brothers. They indicated they would be able to produce a video for approximately $2,500.00 to advertise the Anti-Idling Ordinance. 
Ms. Riggs agreed to speak with UDEL Public Affairs Office to ask if they would be interested in funding half the fee.   Ms. Riggs will also speak with Dana Johnston, Community Affairs Officer, for the City to discuss ways to advertise the Anti-Idling Ordinance. Mr. Fruehstorfer suggested a small meeting be scheduled to discuss details of the grant.  The Commission will coordinate a time/place via email.
 7. 
RECYCLING


 Mr. Fruehstorfer reported the City will continue with downtown recycling, however, additional details need to be worked out.  Additionally, he suggested if anyone becomes aware of other small cities that recycle effectively, please report back at the next meeting so the information may be forwarded on to City staff.
 8.
A BETTER NEWARK AWARD

Mr. Fruehstorfer suggested the Commission members view  a house on Main Street away from Corbit (second house) that has a fenced in backyard.  He further suggested waiting until the weather/conditions improve to make a fair assessment of the property and then make a decision whether to give the property the award.
  9.       REVIEW OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORTS

There were no comments forthcoming.

10.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Fruehstorfer reported April 20, 2011 has been designated nationally for prescription drug drop-off.  He will attend a meeting on March 11, 2011 at the Christiana Hospital to get further information and report back via email to the Commission and the City prior to next month’s meeting.
· Mr. Emerson reported the City Community Clean-up was scheduled for  Saturday, April 9th from  9:00-11:00 and he encouraged CAC participation. The Lions Club will provide refreshments after the event.  Additionally, the Christina Clean-up was scheduled for Saturday, April 16th.  He encouraged the CAC to volunteer for this event as well.    
11.
NEXT MEETING DATE


The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 12, 2011.
12. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:36 PM









Tara A. Schiano










Secretary




/tas
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