

CITY OF NEWARKPRIVATE 


DELAWARE

CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES






May 10, 2011
MEETING CONVENED: 
7:00 p.m City Manager’s Conference Room
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Ajay Prasad, presiding, Nadine Bangerter, Steve Dentel, Bob McDowell, Kass Sheedy
ABSENT:


Tom Fruehstorfer, Cara Lampton, Ann Morrison, Carol Riggs
STAFF PRESENT:

Charlie Emerson, Parks and Recreation Director
GUEST:


Heather Dunigan, WILMAPCO





Catherine Ciferni, Newark Resident

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 pm.  

1. approval of minutes from meeting held on APRIL 12, 2011

MOTION BY MR. MCDOWELL, SECONDED BY MS. SHEEDY: THAT THE MINUTES FROM THE APRIL 12, 2011 MEETING BE APPROVED AS RECEIVED.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
 2.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Catherine Ciferni reported that the prescription drug pickup for Delaware netted 4,395 lbs this year, up from 300 lbs. last year.  
 3.         HEATHER DUNIGAN – WILMAPCO

  Ms. Dunigan made a presentation on the Newark Transportation Plan (copy retained in the City Secretary’s office).  The following items were discussed and were detailed in the handout provided by Ms. Dunigan.    

· What is the Newark Transportation Plan?
· Commuting in Newark
· Priority Issues
· Congestion and Safety

· Signal Improvements

· Citywide Transit Improvement 

Ms. Dunigan stated there would be a presentation on May 24, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall followed by a question/answer discussion that would detail future transportation plans for the City. 


Mr. Emerson added this information may be found on WILMAPCO’s website as well.  
4. 
GREEN TRANSPORTATION

Ms. Bangerter reported will contact UDEL and they may be able to update City maps which WILMPACO would benefit from once completed.  Ms. Bangerter also reported although resident electric bills were available online, currently all bills were still mailed.  She will follow-up with Finance to determine when the “green only” option would be available.  

Mr. Dentel reported there were four zip cars (membership based car share company that provides automobile rentals for members) currently available for rental in the City.  Two are located in the lot adjoining the library and one is located in north campus.
5.         2012 ENERGY RECOMMENDATIONS

Mr. Prasad reported that Mr. Fruehstorfer came up with some ideas on how the  $314,000 overage the City collected on electric could be spent.  They included:  

1.  Encourage the city to spend extra on electricity to purchase from green sources; or

2. Encourage the development of green energy production in the city (either by encouraging residents to install solar or geothermal or conserve) or by developing the City’s own solar energy with projects in addition to the one currently in the development process, or;

3. A combination of 1 and 2.


Mr. Emerson reported the issue had been discussed at the previous Council meeting.  He suggested the CAC should follow-up with Dennis McFarland to ask where the overage would be spent.

Mr. Prasad will contact Mr. McFarland to discuss the over collection of monies.  
 6.
COMMUNITY HABITAT


 Mr. McDowell had nothing to report at this time.    
 7.
GRANTS

No discussion due to Mr. Fruehstorfer’s absence.   
  8.       RECYCLING

Mr. Fruehstorfer was not present to discuss whether he had spoken with Rich Lapointe to determine whether Public Works had sent a second letter to residents that requested participation in the City’s recycling program. 

Ms. Dunigan suggested a list of recyclable items be included when the second letter was mailed to residents. 


Mr. Emerson suggested Rich Lapointe or Carol Houck be contacted to ask what items were recyclable.  
  9.
BETTER NEWARK AWARD

Mr. Prasad contacted Mike Greenberg, the property owner of a home on Corbit Street, to inquire what updates they had made.  Mr. Greenberg stated they were still in the process of renovating the property and would like to wait until the property was completed before the Commission considered their property for an award.


Mr. Prasad suggested the CAC begin looking at other properties to present the award to in the future.  

10.
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REPORTS  

There was nothing new to report.
11.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Dentel reported he continued to work on Executive Order 18 which was a directive issued by Governor Markel to encourage leading by example towards a Clean Energy Economy and Sustainable Natural Environment.  
12.
NEXT MEETING DATE


The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 14, 2011.
13. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:48  PM









Tara A. Schiano










Secretary
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