

CITY OF NEWARKPRIVATE 


DELAWARE

CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES






       May 8, 2012
MEETING CONVENED: 
7:06 p.m Council Chamber
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Tom Fruehstorfer, presiding, Steve Dentel (arrived: 7:15 pm), Bob McDowell, Ajay Prasad, Carol Riggs, Amy Smith
ABSENT:


Cara Lampton, Kass Sheedy
STAFF PRESENT:

Charlie Emerson, Parks and Recreation Director




Mike Fortner, Planning  & Development Department
GUESTS:


Heather Dunigan, WILMAPCO





Ken Potts, DE Transit Corp





Catherine Smith, DE Transit Corp
1. approval of minutes from meeting held on APRIL 10, 2012 

MOTION THAT THE MINUTES FROM THE APRIL 10, 2012 MEETING BE APPROVED AS RECEIVED.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
 2.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Catherine Smith and Ken Potts, from DE Transit Corp and Heather Dunigan, WILMAPCO were present to discuss their role and the process of the Newark Transportation Plan and what happens once the plan is in place.  Ms. Smith reported the following:
· WILMAPCO is the coordinating party between DART and the City.  

· WILMAPCO represents the community.  Implementation of ideas go into an Annual Service Plan.  
· Broader items such as fleet expansions are included under the DELDOT 6 Year Capital Transportation Plan.
· WILMAPCO and DELDOT host public meetings for input.  Occasionally,  a task force is created to discuss ideas in detail.  
· Budget planning is done ahead of time with work on fiscal year 2014 commencing in March/April 2012. Following state approval in Sept/Oct, it 
goes before the Joint Finance Committee and becomes part of the Governor’s recommended budget and is part of the Bond Bill Hearings and goes before the Legislative Assembly in June.  Approval is not given until the day before the budget goes into effect. 
· Successful ridership is considered 15 riders per hour in New Castle County and 10 riders per hour in Kent/Sussex Counties.
· Funding for the trolley is as follows:  UDEL supplies the driver and the City pays for the operational costs.  The vehicle is funded through DELDOT’S Capital Plan. 

· Part of the Capital Plan is compiled by WILMAPCO, the stakeholders and the community and is called the Transportation Improvement Program.

· Federal money is used in the purchase of new buses; the process takes 12-18 months and funds to operate come from the State budget.
Action:  Michael Fortner, Planning & Development Department will look into revitalizing the Transit Subcommittee.  Mr. Fruehstorfer reiterated the CAC’s function is to make recommendations to City Council and coordinate with the Planning & Development Department on issues regarding transportation, with a focus on the “Green” aspect.  
 3.         GREEN ENERGY

There was nothing new to report at this time.
Action:  Mr. Fruehstorfer will follow-up with Robert Uttyebroek, Finance Director, to determine when the CAC needs to make its next recommendation on Green Energy purchases as it pertains to 05-H. Charlie Emerson suggested the CAC confirm the City’s position on future Green Energy purchases.  Amy Smith will follow-up with the City Manager. Each CAC member is to contact their Council member to confirm their stand on 05-H.
4. 
ANTI-IDLING GRANT

Carol Riggs reported she was obtaining a six month extension on the Anti-Idling Grant.  Ms. Riggs stated the 3-panel exhibit board was ordered and should be available by next meeting.  The Anti-Idling video was being re-shot using the suggestions of the CAC members.  The Anti-Idling brochure is in the process of being printed and would be available for Newark Day.  
Action:  Ms. Riggs will confirm if the vendors contacted produce the signs nationally or internationally.  Ms. Fruehstorfer will get the pole specifications from Ms. Riggs and research pricing and shipping.  Ms. Riggs asked the CAC to review the grant and be prepared to discuss at the next meeting who will be completing the remaining tasks.  
5.         RECYCLING AND LITTER CAMPAIGN

 Mr. Fruehstorfer reported the additional recycling cans in the City parks seemed to be working as the cans contained considerable recyclables.  Ms. Smith reported the new blue recycling cans on Main Street were very visible.  
Action:  Mr. Dentel will contact Dana Johnston to inquire about putting recycling information on the City’s website.  
 6.
BETTER NEWARK AWARD

There was nothing to report at this time.    
 7.
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REPORTS  

There was nothing to report at this time.    
 8.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Fruehstorfer completed a rough draft of the 2011 Annual Report and will forward to CAC members for their input.   
· Mr. Dentel will contact Mr. Fruehstorfer regarding the 2011 Annual Report.  

· Mr. Emerson advised Community Cleanup on Saturday, April 14, 2012 was a success.   Additionally, a volunteer group picked up litter on the Parkway on Saturday, May 5, 2012. 

· Mr. Emerson reported there would be a meeting on Monday, May 14, 2012 at WILMAPCO detailing the progress on the addition of upcoming trails in Newark.     
  9.
NEXT MEETING DATE


The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, June 12, 2012 at 7:00 pm in the City Manager’s Conference Room. 
10. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM









Tara A. Schiano










Secretary


/tas
PAGE  
3

