CITY OF NEWARK

Newark, Delaware

TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING

November 19, 2013
3:30 p.m.

Members Present:  Chief Paul Tiernan, Lt. Bill Hargrove, Andrew Haines, Tom Coleman, Ricky Nietubicz, Marvin Howard, Tom Parkins
Absent:
Dave Gula
Guests:
Nic Decaire, Business Owner


James Grohol, Resident

Albert Porach, Resident

1.
REQUEST FOR A SIGNALIZED CROSSWALK ON E. MAIN STREET AT NEWARK DELI & BAGEL.


Chief Tiernan said this item was requested by Nic DeCaire. Chief Tiernan asked Tom Coleman if he would discuss the status of this item.  
Tom Coleman said the Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) plans are to install a signalized crosswalk at this location as well as on Delaware Avenue.  The pedestrian signal would be activated by a push button on Delaware Avenue that when the light is green would be coordinated with the light at S. College Avenue.  When Delaware Avenue and Main Street lights are green pedestrians would stop and when light is red the pedestrians would walk.  Tom said it is believed this alternative would have an increasing amount of positive impact and so far have yet to find a negative impact.  Tom said DelDOT has agreed to fund the design and specifications and the city and other parties involved would be responsible for the construction costs. It is estimated the cost of signals would be approximately $100,000 each.  Tom also stated the pedestrian heads and signal box are located on University of Delaware property therefore, they would need to be involved to some extent. Chief Tiernan said this project is part of the Capital Budget process and is pending city council approval. Chief Tiernan contacted the Chief Ogden of University of Delaware Public Safety asking for a police officer to direct traffic at the crosswalk, however they do not have the manpower to do so. Tom said the city’s preference would be to do the Delaware Avenue crosswalk first due to pedestrian volume is greater and Main Street has less of a negative impact than Delaware Avenue. 
Ricky Nietubicz asked what a realistic time frame would be for project completion.  Tom said assuming it is approved by Council, it would all depend on how soon DelDOT could complete the design, possibly by Fall 2014 or Spring 2015.  Tom said DelDOT has been very responsive.  Andrew Haines asked if there was a timing issue, would they support having the city engineer provide the design in DelDOT’s review and reimburse for the soft costs.  Tom Coleman said it is possible and could be considered. Andrew asked if there would be any overhead signalization. Tom said there would be a stop light and two pedestrian heads on Delaware Avenue.  Lt. Hargrove said a similar location would be the Pomeroy Trail where it crosses Delaware Avenue.  

(Nic DeCaire entered the meeting) 

Old Business:


Mr. Porach asked if the radar speed sign has been placed on the 200 block of E. Park Place that he requested at the last meeting. Lt. Hargrove said some priority items have taken precedence and it has not been installed yet.  Lt. Hargrove said they could put it in place for the first two weeks of December.

Mr. Parkins inquired as to the status of the left turn lane extension on Park Place.  Tom Coleman said this work would begin the Friday following Thanksgiving and will also include the second sharrows project from Hillside/New London Road, Hillside Road/W. Main Street and W. Main Street back to S. Main Street.  

Mr. Parkins asked when DelDOT would begin the Cleveland Avenue/Kirkwood Highway intersection. Tom said the light phasing was supposed to begin this Fall however it does not appear DelDOT would meet this deadline although it will begin soon.


New Business:


Mr. Porach said DelDOT removed the “No Turn on Red” sign on Library Avenue at E. Main Street.  Tom Coleman said it was removed approximately a month ago due to resident complaints. Tom said this prompted research of the sign and they were unable to find it in the regulations with no regulatory basis. The removal of the sign and the effects will continue to be monitored.  Other options at this location are being considered. For example, a green arrow or flashing red to solid red arrow.  Mr. Porach said he feels by removing the sign he feels it puts the pedestrian in jeopardy in regard to safety.  Tom said the main reason for removing the sign was the no turn on red restriction was forcing cars to cut through at the post office.  Chief Tiernan said there are negative impacts as a result of removing the sign the item could be revisited in the future.  Lt. Hargrove said there have been no pedestrian crashes at the intersection either before or after removing the sign.

                                                                     Paul M. Tiernan, Chairman
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