CITY OF NEWARK

Newark, Delaware

TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING

August 18, 2015
3:30 p.m.

Members Present:  Chief Paul Tiernan, Lt. Fred Nelson, Sgt. Curtis Davis, Tom Coleman, Marvin Howard 
Absent:
Andrew Haines


Dave Gula

Tom Parkins

Guests:
Francis Farren, Newark resident
1.
RECONSIDER THE PRIOR REQUEST FOR A STOP SIGN AT THE INTERSECTION OF ASHLAND WAY AND ODESSA WAY IN THE WOODS AT LOUVIERS BASED UPON THE TRAFFIC CALMING CRITERIA/PROCESS.

Chief Tiernan said Mr. Farren sent an email to Councilmember Stu Markham requesting stop signs at Ashland Way and Odessa Way.  Chief Tiernan said a petition was signed by three residents.  Chief Tiernan said initially the Traffic Committee was in favor of the request due to the safety of the children in the neighborhood.  The item brought before council and the 1st reading was approved.  The request was up for a 2nd reading with council and Mr. Farren was unable to attend. Mr. Farren sent an email that he would be unable to attend the meeting and that he was concerned for speeding in the neighborhood.  A few days prior to the council meeting, Chief Tiernan advised Lt. Nelson to have the traffic officers review the area for stop sign violations.  In conducting their field review, officers found there wasn’t a speeding issue however officers issued numerous citations for stop sign violations. At the next council meeting, Councilmember Markham asked Tom Coleman to review based on the traffic calming criteria.  Chief Tiernan said the petition was signed by residents between Ashland Way and Odessa Way. However the petition didn’t include residents on Odessa Way between Ashland Way and Winterthur Lane. The revised petition would need to reflect 50% of the residents in favor.  It was asked that the Traffic Committee revisit the request. 
Tom Coleman researched and found a traffic calming process that dated back to 2009 and approved by council.  Tom said there are three types of traffic calming criteria.  In order to be eligible a minimum of at least 4 residents on the street shall make the request.  Two out of the three requirements must be met. The average daily traffic volume of 2,000 or more vehicles per day, 85th percentile speed of 5 mph above the posted speed or more than 3 accidents per year.  
Tom said in this specific area potentially only one out of the three criteria is met.  
Sgt. Davis said he reviewed the stop sign using the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).  There are four criteria requirements volume, line of sight, crash history and speed.  Sgt. Davis said there was no existing line of sight issue, no accident history.  Sgt. Davis said there may be a speed issue above 25 mph however it would be skeptical.  Sgt. Davis said the MUTCD also states you don’t use stop signs to control speed.  Sgt. Davis said he observed three other midblock intersections.  At the Hunt at Louviers there is a stop sign at Amoroso and Walker Way are significant roads that travel all the way through the neighborhood.  The priority, size and volume are relatively similar.  Sgt. Davis also went to Christianstead to Rising Road that intersects with Bridgeview Court.  They are similar in the way negative incline roadways and there are no stop signs coming from side streets.  Sgt. Davis said the most recent recollection was where a stop sign was added midblock in Yorkshire at Edjil Drive and Anita Drive.  One reason this was approved is crosswalks were also installed.  Sgt. Davis said at the Woods at Louviers on Odessa Way it intersects at Winterthur Lane which is a main road coming into the development from the other side.   

Tom Parkins said someone that disregards a speed limit sign will not stop for a stop sign.


Mr. Farren said it is safety issue with small children in the neighborhood and he doesn’t want to see the first fatality. 

Chief Tiernan said the speed trailer was installed on the street for a period of time and removed due to the complaints.  Mr. Farren said Stu Markham recommended the possibility of installing temporary speed bumps during Spring, Summer and Fall months and remove for the Winter.  Tom Coleman said from a Public Works perspective they would rather a regular speed bump than temporary ones.  The temporary speed bumps require more maintenance.  Tom Coleman said speed humps are meant to be taken at the speed limit, speed bumps are not suggested and would cause issue for emergency vehicles and trash trucks.  

Tom Coleman said interns provided stop sign compliance at Odessa Way/Winterthur Lane was 79% compliance and Cullen Way/Walker Way was 89% compliance.


Chief Tiernan said the police department could increase enforcement in area.  Sgt. Davis said the speed enforcement is difficult due to the curve of the roadway. 

Sgt. Davis said he could setup the speed sign and flash the speeds to help deter speeding.  Mr. Farren said it could be placed in front of his house if that was an appropriate place.


Sgt. Davis said the sign would be setup tomorrow and for a week and a half.  Chief Tiernan said then we could conduct enforcement.  

MOTION BY TOM COLEMAN, SECONDED BY LT. NELSON, TO DENY THE REQUEST TO INSTALL STOP SIGNS, INSTALL THE RADAR SPEED SIGN, REVIEW SPEED SIGN DATA AND CONDUCT ENFORCEMENT.
MOTION PASSED.  VOTE:  5 TO 0.


New Business:


Lt. Nelson said a resident requested a “No Outlet Sign” on Hartford Place.  Chief Tiernan suggested this item be added to the October agenda.

                                                                     Paul M. Tiernan, Chairman
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